
CHUTE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL ON THURSDAY  6th August 2009.
Present:
Cllr Simon Falla: Vice Chair


     
Cllr Eddie Quirk


Cllr Tim Harker





Cllr Jonny Sykes



Cllr Douglas Micklethwait



Cllr B Withers.










David Clark : Parish Clerk

In attendance :  Wiltshire Cllr Charles Howard, SPC John Wilding and two parishioners. 
(Clerk’s note :  In the absence of the Chairman, Vice Chair presiding).
ITEM 1 :  APOLOGIES :  Cllr Brown: Chairman (ill health).
ITEM 2 :   RECEIPT OF DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST   :  There were none.
ITEM 3 :   APPROVAL OF  PREVIOUS MINUTES 
3.1
Approval of the minutes of the meeting on 25th June 09 was proposed by Cllr Harker, seconded by Cllr Withers, and agreed by all.
3.2
Approval of the minutes of the meeting on 16th July 09 was proposed by Cllr Sykes, seconded by Cllr Withers, and agreed by all.

ITEM 4 :   MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF MEETING ON 25th JUNE 09
4.1
Item 14 : Verge Protection Pilot Scheme.  The Clerk reported that the work had now been completed by W.C. Highways Staff.  Community reactions to be monitored.
ITEM 5 :   MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF MEETING ON 16th JULY 09
5.1
Item 5.1:  Development of Land (Removal of Trees without authority)  opposite Providence Cottage, Cadley.   The Clerk reported that  CFPC had written to W.C formally complaining about this action.  He also reported that  Planning Officers had interviewed the contractors involved under formal caution and, now that the alleged owner had been identified, a similar interview was to take place.  W.C. legal staff were involved.  Clerk would continue to liaise with W.C. officers who understood the strength of feeling in the Parishes.

5.2
Item 5.7 :  Out of Hours Medical Support (Complaint)  The Clerk reported the complainant had written a very comprehensive letter to all interested parties – including his M.P.    Further that his own Parish Council had submitted a formal report to TCAB under the newly established procedure.   No further action by this Councils seemed appropriate at this time.   All agreed this to kept under review.

5.2.1     W.C. Cllr Charles Howard advised that, as the Unitary Cllr on the TCAB, he had responded to this complaint by asking for clarification of the Out of Hours support arrangements, also for identification of variations with other County areas, and details of action proposed to respond to the complaint and the issues it raises. 

ITEM 6 :   TIDWORTH COMMUNITY AREA BOARD - REPORT
6.1
It was noted that despite the high level of support for TCAB, no-one had been able to attend the meeting on 6th July.
ITEM 7 :  SWINE FLU PANDEMIC –  ‘FLU-FRIEND’ ARRANGEMENTS / ROLE OF P.C.
7.1
The Vice Chairman noted that, although invited, neither the Link Scheme nor the CEV had been able to attend to discuss this issue.  The Chronicle item inserted by the Clerk with the agreement of the Clerk to Chute Forest Parish Council (CFPC) and the Community Emergency Volunteer (CEV) was accepted to be an accurate local interpretation of the papers (e-mailed to all) from NHS Wiltshire and was fully supported.  The outstanding issue was the request for points of contact in the Parish so that, in the event that a parishioner rang the NHS help-line but was unable to nominate a flu-friend, the Incident Room would have a community number(s) to refer the request for help. It was noted that some confusion had been caused by NHS Wiltshire also referring the issue simultaneously to both the Emergency Planning staffs and the Link Schemes.
7.2
It was agreed that to be desirable/efficient for a small rural community like Chute Parish to have only one emergency Point of Contact (POC) and that this might legitimately be provided by the Parish Council.  The Clerk indicated that, in addition to whatever personal response he might make to the needs of friends/neighbours, he was prepared to act as the Parish POC  – on condition that he was provided with a clear list of local persons to whom he could refer such exceptional emergency requests from the NHS Wiltshire Incident Room staff.  It was agreed that such a list/local network could comprise all Parish Councillors plus perhaps the members of the local Link Scheme.  The Chair/Vice Chair to take this forward ex-committee by discussion with interested ‘local’ parties such as Chute Forest Parish Council etc.   The Clerk to be advised of proposed outcome in due course.  Action : Chair/Vice Chair
ITEM 8 :  POLICE MATTERS
8.1
Police Surgeries – Scope :    The Council’s support for the NPT  periodic ‘surgeries’ (to be held in Chute Village Hall  had been formally confirmed but with the proviso that such arrangements should not be regarded as a substitute for NPT representation at Parish Council meetings where Members wished to discuss specific matters.  SPC John Wilding was asked if he could provide confirmation of this and he duly did so.
8.2
Outstanding Issues from 14th May Meeting
8.2.1
Suspect door-to-door Salesmen     SPC Wilding reported that enquiries had established that the people/activities reported seemed to be legitimate – but that they would welcome reports of any such incidents so that they could continue to check them out.
8.2.2.  Availability of mobile-telephone number.  SPC Wilding advised that this had been a personal arrangement by the previous (pre re-organisation) NPT Constable and the 0845 numbers (now published in the Chronicle)  should be used.

8.2.3    E-mail advice of Local Crime Incidents   It was emphasised that this real-time warning service run by the previous NPT staff had been highly valued. Advice to the Clerk of incidents such as distraction burglaries in neighbouring areas had enabled fast dissemination in the Parish and in serious cases hard copy notices could be deployed the same day.  SPC Wilding undertook to enquire about this.  Action :  NPT
8.2.4   Neghhbourhood Watch   The PC role was to encourage and facilitate NHW activities but, advice and support was really required from Police sources and was needed.  SPC Wilding advised that direct/routine Police support for NHW across the Ludgershall and Rural NPT was now to be provided by a focal point and supported by a dedicated PCSO.  Details were provided and are to be passed to the new volunteer NHW co-ordinator.   Action : Clerk  
ITEM 9 :  STREET NAME PLATES – POLICY
9.1
The Clerk drew attention to the admittedly informal response of a Highways Officer to a suggested introduction of street name plates in the Parish and the action he had taken to clarify Parish Council on any such proposal with Wiltshire Council as follows.  “Chute Parish Council has no policy to introduce road name plates and the strength of feeling exhibited in the community the last time such a policy was mooted makes it likely that a full community consultation might well be necessary before the Parish Council would consider actively pursuing the idea. There would also be practical difficulties in determining/agreeing road names to enable introduction of such a policy – not to mention the need to also consult Chute Forest Parish Council.”    This position was formally confirmed by all.    
9.2
The Clerk also noted that the Highways Branch of the Unitary Council had confirmed that it is not their policy to pursue the introduction of road name plates to areas where they have not previously been employed (the Tibbs Meadow arrangement is not felt to represent sufficient precedent) and confirms our view that no such scheme could be pursued without formal consultation with the Parish Council (s).  
ITEM 10 :     FINANCE –  APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURE    :    £65.00 to Chute Village Hall  : rental for Council Meetings.   Approval proposed by Cllr Sykes, seconded by Cllr Harker and agreed by all. 

ITEM 11 :
DOG FOULING – COMPLAINTS AND OPTIONS FOR ACTION
11.1
In response to complaints discussed at the previous meeting, the Clerk had requested an ‘executive summary’ from the W.C. Animal Welfare Staff covering the law, health issues and the potential response of the Dog Warden should his intervention be requested : this had been circulated with the agenda.
11.2
Discussion recognised that there was a problem in some areas of the Parish but it was agreed that it was not clear whether the situation was sufficiently bad to justify a request for the presence of the Dog Warden in the Parish with the potential for automatic issue of fixed penalty notices of £75.00 this would entail.  It was agreed that an item should be placed in the Chronicle to remind dog owners of their responsibilities and the potential for issue on the spot fines should the Parish Council feel that the pressure of complaints demanded their request for Dog Warden assistance.    Action Clerk/Chair 
ITEM 12 :
ALLOTMENTS
12.1
Method of Allocation     The Clerk noted that he maintained a waiting list for applicants but summarised his understanding of Council policy as being based on the overall principle of need – not solely on order of application  In support of this position he noted the following quotes from The Law of Allotments 5th Edition by Paul Claydon:-   
 


It should not be necessary to draw up a points scheme

An obvious method (of allocation) is to adhere strictly to the date of first application.

It may however, on occasion, be decided to give preference to persons perceived to have particular needs.
It was confirmed that this was the Council’s policy.
12.2
Sub Division of Plot 6 and Allocation of new Plot 8    The Clerk reported that the tenant of Plot 6 had sought a reduction in the size of her Plot (No.6).  He had  arranged this and altered her Tenancy Agreement - thus creating a new Plot (No.8) from the area surrendered : for which there had been two applicants.  The applicant with priority on the waiting list had however kindly volunteered to stand aside on the grounds that her need was less than that of the other applicant.  In response to a question from Cllr Withers, the Clerk confirmed that the decision on allocation where there were more than one applicant would be referred to the full Council for decision.  In this instance there had been no ‘conflict’ and he had therefore allocated Plot 8 accordingly.  This was accepted.
ITEM 13 :     KGPF MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE – REVIEW OF CONSTITUTION
13.1
The Clerk reported that, with the agreement  of the Councils’ Chairmen, he and his CFPC counterpart had begun a series of meetings to produce an agreed statement of the background to the joint ownership and responsibility for the Playing Field ;clarifying the joint responsibility arrangements and how the Management Committee derives its authority. It would draw on this to identify any issues to be addressed in the form of the Constitution,  propose solutions and thus a draft revision.  The work was well in hand 

13.2.
The Clerks’ joint recommendation was that the next steps should involve presentation of their joint draft constitution for discussion between Councillor representatives – followed by a similar meeting with representatives of the Management Committee. Once this relatively informal process was completed it was hoped that a proposed (revised) Constitution for the Management Committee could be put to Chute and Chute Forest Parish Councils with a reasonable chance of joint agreement – not to mention acceptance by the volunteer appointed members of the Management Committee.   This approach was agreed by all.
13.3
The Vice Chairman noted the RoSPA Reports for 2007 and 2008 had now been received from the KGPF Management Committee – these were currently being reviewed by the Chairman and would be circulated in due course.  He then drew attention to the minutes of a meeting of the Committee held on 20th July 09 - and e-circulated to all.  He felt that these should be applauded for their breadth of cover and the number of issues raised : and this was agreed by all.   Finally, he noted the Committee’s request (under the terms of the extant Constitution) for joint Council agreement to make capital expenditure in excess of the £500 limit.   It was agreed that a decision on this should await the outcome of the current action to establish a revised Constitution but that all efforts should be made to deal with the matter by September as requested.  
ITEM 14 :     PLANNING APPLICATIONS
14.1
The Clerk noted that subsequent to the Parish Council’s objection to E/09/0774/Ful for a replacement dwelling at New Barn Cottage, the application had been withdrawn.  He then noted those which, passed without objection, had been approved by W.C. since the last meeting.

ITEM 15 :   PARISH STEWARD – REPORT OF WORK ON 8 JULY 2009
15.
It was agreed that the Clerk should submit a ‘fully satisfactory’ response to the report (with agenda).
ITEM 16 :   YOUTH ACTIVITY AREA – COMMUNITY PROJECT
16.1
In the absence of the Chairman it was agreed this should be re-scheduled for the next meeting
ITEM 17 :  PROPOSED ‘TIBBS MEADOW’ RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION
17.1
In the absence of the Chairman it was agreed this should be re-scheduled for the next meeting
 ITEM 18 :    ANY OTHER BUSINESS
18.1
Provision for input by Ward Member   W.C.Cllr Charles Howard, whilst noting that the Parish Council was happy to adjourn the meeting flexibly to allow his inputs, felt it would be procedurally helpful if an early Agenda slot could be made for ‘County ‘ matters.   
18.2
Plan Application E/09/0953/Ful  These amendments to approved plans for ‘Longview’ had been received on 30th July 2009 – too late for inclusion in the agenda.  After inspection it was however agreed that it could be accepted as ‘for information only’ since all were content to rely on the planning officer’s judgement.
18.3
Well at Chute Cadley   Cllr Micklethwait noted there seemed to be doubt over the ownership of the well outside ‘Well Cottage’ – although not Parish.  It was agreed this should be clarified if possible.
18.4
The Chair noted that the next meeting was scheduled for 17th September 2009 and, there being no further business, he then closed the meeting at 21.10.
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